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I.          Purpose    

Collection decisions will be made in light of the mission of the Lyon Township Public   
Library: enrich lives by fostering diverse opportunities for all people to read, learn and 
connect in an open and friendly environment. 

  
II.        General Selection Policy    

The Lyon Township Library selects material in accordance with guidelines stated by the   
American Library Association in the Library Bill of Rights and The Freedom to Read   
statement.  Authority and responsibility for selection of materials is delegated by the 
Library Board of Trustees to the Library Director and the Director’s designated staff.   
 

The selection of materials is characterized by flexibility, open-mindedness, and   
responsiveness to the changing needs of the community.  Materials are evaluated as   
complete works and not on the basis of a particular passage or passages.  A work will not   
be excluded from the library’s collection solely because it represents a particular aspect 
of life, because of frankness of expression, or because it is controversial.   
 
All acquisitions, whether purchased or donated, are evaluated by the following 
standards. An item need not meet all of the criteria to be acceptable, nor will any single 
criterion be decisive.    
a.     Present and potential relevance to community needs;   
b.     suitability of subject, style and reading level for the intended audience;   
c.      importance as a document of the times;  
d.     appropriateness and effectiveness of medium to content;   
e.     reputation and/or significance of author, publisher or producer;   
f.      positive review in one or more appropriate professional journals;   
g.     positive critics’ and staff member’s reviews;  
h.     relationships to existing materials in the collection;   
i.      constraints of budgets for materials;  
j.      limited availability from other lending sources;   
k.     insufficient materials available on the same subject;   
l.      author or illustrator or performer is local;  
m.    format is appropriate to library use and is not easily damaged;   
n.     enhances a specific collection within the library;   
o.     author or illustrator is already represented in the collection;   
p.     literary and artistic merit;  
q.     accuracy of content;  
r.      popularity with library users. 



III.         Gifts  
   

All gifts are subject to the policy on Gifts and evaluation by the general criteria listed 
above.  

  
IV.        Collection Maintenance   

As materials become worn, dated, damaged or lost, replacement will be determined by    
the Library Director or designated staff members who will determine whether or not: 
a.       the item is still available and can be replaced; 

        b.       another item or format might better serve the same purpose; 
        c.       there remains sufficient need to replace that item; 
        d.      updated, newer or revised materials are available to replace the item; 
        e.      the item has historical value; 
        f.       another lending source could better provide that or a comparable item. 
  


